The ethics of advanced technology.
Clinicians are faced with the consequences of advanced technology in every aspect of their practice--from computerized documentation to local wound care treatments to clarifying information located by patients on the Internet. Americans are preoccupied with the promise of new and different technologies. The technological imperative describes the human drive to use technology once it becomes available simply because it is available. This raises a number of patient care issues--including ethical issues. Nonmaleficence and respect for personal autonomy are addressed in this ethical analysis of advanced technology. Opportunities for wound care clinicians are discussed herein.